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a number of others that "you might expect/' How
to interpret this unsavory conduct? What to do
about it all?

Because such occurrences are almost universal
in early adolescence, they seem to be the expected
outcroppings of new feelings and desires which,
lacking the defined and preferred channels which
are learned later, strike out at random, much as
some of the little pre-schoolers find themselves bit-
ing and pinching when they feel a sudden uprush
of affection toward an adored companion. All lit-
tle children don't bite and pinch, and all adoles-
cents don't chant ribald verse or draw pictures of
nude girls, but the tendency prevails, and it is the
part of good education to supply the need which
is responsible for the tendency, rather than to make
these young people feel they are lacking in decency
when they are only lacking in maturity, poise, and
command of the situation.

Whatever the form the interest takes, whether
in drawings or songs or stories, we know the need
involves the awakening sex natures, and leads
eventually to girls, or in the case of girls, to boys.
They need each other, and knowledge of each
other in their various relationships, but not always
first-hand, present, that is to the senses. They are
not always ready for too direct a contact. But they